June 19, 2006

on Immigration, Border Security and
Citizenship be authorized to meet to
conduct a hearing on ‘“‘Immigration
Enforcement at the Workplace: Learn-
ing from the Mistakes of 1986’ on Mon-
day, June 19, 2006, at 2 p.m. in SD226.

Witness list

Panel 1: The Honorable Stewart
Baker, Assistant Secretary for Policy,
Department of Homeland Security,
Washington, DC; Julie Myers, Assist-
ant Secretary for Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, Department of
Homeland Security, Washington, DC;
and Martin Gerry, Deputy Commis-
sioner for Income Security Programs,
Social Security Programs, Social Secu-
rity Administration, Baltimore, MD.

Panel 2: Richard Stana, Director of
Homeland Security and Justice, Gov-
ernment Accountability Office, Wash-
ington, DC; C. Stewart Verdery, Jr.,
Former Assistant Secretary of Home-
land Security, Adjunct Fellow, Center
for Strategic and International Stud-
ies, Washington, DC; Cecilia Munoz,
Vice President, Office of Research, Ad-
vocacy and Legislation, National Coun-
cil of La Raza, Washington, DC; and
Linda Dodd-Major, Former Director of
Office of Business Liaison, Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service, Wash-
ington, DC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 3534

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk that is
due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (8. 3534) to amend the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998 to provide for a
YouthBuild program.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, in order
to place the bill on the calendar under
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to
further proceeding.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will be placed on
the calendar.

———

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF JUNETEENTH
INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 516, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 516) recognizing the
historical significance of Juneteenth Inde-
pendence Day and expressing the sense of the
Senate that history should be regarded as a
means of understanding the past and solving
the challenges of the future.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

CELEBRATION OF JUNETEENTH

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, today
marks the anniversary of a joyous day
in our Nation’s history. It was on this
day in 1865 when word finally reached
the farthest corner of the Southwest
that all slaves were free. More than 2%
yvears after President Lincoln’s Eman-
cipation Proclamation, this was the
day freedom became a reality. After
hundreds of years of servitude and op-
pression, this was the day that former
slaves claimed their rightful place as
equal citizens. Juneteenth was the day
our Nation reclaimed its dignity.

Today, Juneteenth is still a celebra-
tion of freedom. It is an opportunity
for engagement and self-improvement,
a time to reflect and recommit our-
selves to the pursuit of justice and
equality. Juneteenth is about acknowl-
edging where we have been as a Nation,
looking honestly and critically at our
past, and gaining a fresh understanding
of the challenges we face as we look to-
ward the future.

Half a century after Brown v. Board
of Education, this is a day for us to as-
sess the quality of education we are
providing to our children. Forty years
after the passage of the Voting Rights
Act, this is a day for us to think of the
injustices that must be overcome, the
millions without health care, the fami-
lies without jobs, and the disparities
that continue to divide us.

Juneteenth should be a reminder to
all Americans that we must not resign
ourselves to waiting for a better time
to do what we know is right. This is
the day we honor previous generations
for the great strides they have taken
toward creating a more just society.
This is the day we honor future genera-
tions by undertaking with determina-
tion the work that is yet to be done.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 516

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not
reach frontier areas of the United States,
and in particular the Southwestern States,
for more than 2 years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation of Janu-
ary 1, 1863, and months after the conclusion
of the Civil War;

Whereas on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that
the Civil War had ended and that the
enslaved were free;

Whereas African Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day’’, as the anniversary of their eman-

516) was

cipation;
Whereas African Americans from the
Southwest continue the tradition of

Juneteenth Independence Day as inspiration
and encouragement for future generations;

S6097

Whereas, for more than 135 years,
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations
have been held to honor African American
freedom while encouraging self-development
and respect for all cultures;

Whereas, although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a
national, and even global, event, the history
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains
an example for all people of the United
States, regardless of background, religion, or
race: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) recognizes the historical significance of
Juneteenth Independence Day to the Nation;

(B) supports the continued celebration of
Juneteenth Independence Day to provide an
opportunity for the people of the United
States to learn more about the past and to
understand better the experiences that have
shaped the Nation; and

(C) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Juneteenth Independence
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) history should be regarded as a means
for understanding the past and solving the
challenges of the future; and

(B) the celebration of the end of slavery is
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States.

———

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INTERSTATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the EPW Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration and the Senate now proceed
to H. Con. Res. 372.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the concurrent
resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 372)
recognizing the b50th Anniversary of the
Interstate Highway System.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. CRAIG. I ask unanimous consent
that the concurrent resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 372) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

————
ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 20,
2006
Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 9:45 a.m. on
Tuesday, June 20. I further ask that
following the prayer and pledge, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved, and the Senate proceed to a
period of morning business for up to 30
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